Kiddie Academy® of
Lakewood Ranch News

Parents: We look forward to celebrating Valentine's Day &
President's Day with your children this month. On February
14th, we will have a VERY special surprise in our lobby for all
of our students.
Please mark your calendars for the following events during the
month of February:
•February, 2018- VPK Vouchers are available at the Early
Learning Coalition (ELC) - We currently received an “A"
rating from our 2015/2016 VPK classes!! If your child turns
four years old on or before 9/1/18, you are eligible for VPK
funding. You may obtain your voucher through ELC and
submit it at our front desk.
•February 7, 2018- VPK Dentist Visit- In honor of National
Children's Dental Health Month our VPK students will have
a special visit from our local dentist office to learn the
importance of taking care of our teeth.

Teaching the Twin Values of Respect and Tolerance
Respect and tolerance go hand in hand. When we teach children to respect
themselves and others, we are urging them to be tolerant of differences,
whether it's a mole on their own elbow that they think is "weird and gross," or
someone in the community they see who looks, speaks or acts differently than
they do. The best way to instill these intertwined values in our children from a
young age is through active learning.
Teach your child that she has value, and should treat herself with respect. It's
hard to talk about respecting yourself, but it's easy to demonstrate it with
tangible examples. You can start by explaining that we respect our body when
we feed it healthy food. When we brush our teeth every day, we show respect
for keeping our mouth healthy. Share these and other examples with your
child, and ask her to think of a couple she can explain to you. Only after
children learn the importance of self-respect can they be expected to respect
others.
Respond to children's disrespectful comments. It's perfectly normal for
children, especially very young children, to blurt out comments about others
that we as adults construe as rude or disrespectful. A comment like "That man
has funny hair, mommy" may mortify us initially, but it needn't. Instead, use it
as an opportunity to (calmly) respond, explaining how everyone is different
and unique. Also, point out that it doesn't feel good to be made fun of, or to
be stared at, and that we wouldn't want people to do that to us.

•February 10, 2018-Parent Night Out- Our next Parent Night
Out will be held on Saturday, from 6:00-10:00 pm. As our
parents have a special night out in honor of Valentine's Day,
their children will have a fun filled night here with their
Kiddie Academy friends.

Share stories that demonstrate respect and tolerance. You may not want to
wait until your child encounters a situation that tests his ability to respond
respectfully before introducing him to the concept. One way to do this is to
share some books that offer the message of respect and tolerance. Here are
some examples of children's books that address these values. You can use them
as a springboard for a conversation about respect and tolerance: The
Christmas Menorahs: How a Town Fought Hate; My Head is Full of Colors;
Ellis Island: Doorway to Freedom.

•February 14, 2018- Valentine's Day Party- Our center will
be celebrating Valentine's Day. The classroom parties will be
held during the afternoon snack time. The sign-up sheets will
be located on each classroom door. Parents are welcomed to
attend the festivities.

Be a respectful role model. We may not realize it, but children watch and
absorb the way we treat our family members and those in our community. So
from your interactions with family members to the way you greet others in the
neighborhood or the wider community, know that your children see, internalize
and take their cues from you.

•February 19, 2018-School Age Camp (K-5) - The Manatee
schools will be closed in honor of President's Day. Our center
will be open and we are offering camp for school age children
as well as additional wrap around care for VPK. A signup
sheet is located at our front desk.
Happy Valentine's Day!!
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VPK Preparation
VPK is right around the corner for our Seagull class.
Our students are working hard on writing and
identifying the letters in his or her name.

• February 14, 2018: We will be holding our
annual Valentine's Day event. Bring enough
valentines for everyone in your child's
classroom. Afternoon celebrations will take
place during afternoon snack time.

• January 19, 2018: Manatee County Schools
will be closed in honor of Presidents Day. We
will be offering camp for school age children
as well as additional wrap around care for
VPK.

Parent Reminder 1
We are a peanut and nut free center.
Parent Reminder 2
Please make sure your child has a seasonally
appropriate change of clothes in his or her cubby box.
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Kiddie Academy of Lakewood
Ranch supported " Early Literacy
Week" during the month of
January. Thank you to the
following community leaders who
came to read to our students in
support of early literacy.
Diana Dill- VP of Business
Development; Meals on Wheels
Lisa Rasulo- Teacher; Saint
Stephens
MaryBeth Phillips- CEO; Meals on
Wheels
Leslie DeCarporale-VP of Claims;
Met Life
Bill DeCarporale- VP of HR;
Travelers
Heather Kasten- Executive
President; Business Alliance

