Busy Parents’

GUIDE to
Homework
Make homework manageable

Create a Homework Routine

Create a Homework Bin

Timing: Set a daily start time and stick to it. Determine

Avoid Interruptions by having everything in one place.

what works best for your child–one uninterrupted block of
time or several 15 minute increments. Set a timer, and
don’t mix in other activities during “homework time.”

Place: Pick a quiet, well-lit spot, with no electronics

nearby, and use the same spot every day. Consistency helps
set the routine. Have all materials handy (see Homework Bin).

Completion: Review the completed assignments

together—this helps ensure accuracy and a great chance
to high-five once it’s all done.

Designate a basket or tote as the Homework Bin.
Keep it handy.
Label the bin so everyone knows what it’s for.
When homework is done, return all materials to the bin.
Resist temptation to use these materials for other crafts -

keep it ready.

Explain the concept to your family.
Restock as necessary.

Handling Complaints
Don’t negotiate on homework time–it’s usually a

stalling tactic.

If your child is struggling, offer to assist in searching for

more information in a textbook, or online.

If your child can’t complete a specific assignment after a

true effort, send a note to teacher explaining this–it could
be something that needs to be reviewed again.

Contact the teacher if your child consistently has a lot of

difficulty completing the work.

How and When to Help
Teach your child how to organize their work. Decide

whether to do the easy or hard assignments first.

For longer assignments, suggest breaking the work into

15-20 minute increments to make it manageable.

Resist temptation to do the work yourself. The teacher

wants to know if your child understands the classroom work.

Homework is not your work. While you may supervise and

review the work, you shouldn’t have to sit beside your child
and assist throughout the entire homework session.

Stock Your Homework Bin
Sharpened Pencils (12)
Pens (12)
Eraser (2)
Colored Pencils (12)
Crayons (24)
Markers (12)
Glue Sticks (3)
Ruler (2)
Pencil sharpener (2)

Highlighters (2)
Notebook paper
Reinforcements
Scissors
Calculator
Hole punch
Stapler
Any grade-specific tools,

such as flash cards

